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Commanding  General 
1st  Cavalry  Division 
APO  96490 


SYNOPSIS 

Throughout  the  period  1  Mny  69  to  31  July  69,  the  1st  C*lavry  Division  (AM) 
conducted  operations  within  the  scope  of  II  FFORCEV  Operation  TOAJN  TUANG 
Phase  III _in |  tho  III  Corps  Tactical  2one  (III  CTZ)»  Operations  wero  conducted 
in  AO  MONTANA  SCOUT  northeast  of  TAY  NINH,  north  of  D.'.U  TIENG  in  the  vicinity 
of  tho  ''Fishhook"  of  the  Cambodian  Border,  AO  COMMANCHE  WARRIOR  southeast  of 
PHUOC  VINU  and  northeast  of  BIEN  HOA,  AO  CREEK  II  east  of  AO  COMMANCHE  ‘.JAM OR 
and  iSE  of  PHUOC  VINH,  nnd  AO  KENTUCKY  COUGAR,  the  old  AO  MONTANA  SCOUT  plus 
the  addition  of  PHUOC  IONS  and  dINH  IDNG  Provices,  extending  east  to  the  III 
CfZ  border.  Unphasis  on  operations  at  tho  beginning  of  the  reporting  period 
was  generally  in  tfi  MONTANA  SCUUT  with  artillery  units  deployed  to  support 
maneuver  forces  conducting  offensive  operations,  intcrdicUng  movement  of  major 
cneny  forces  south  into  critical  III  CTZ  areas,  and  locating,  reducing,  or 
c .Timin'. Ung  enemy  base  camps,  sipply  bases,  training  and  rest  camps,  and  river 
cro3£dng  sites  thnm^huut  the  Tit0R#  As  intnVH £once  rovonlnd  nn  increasing 
,tho  outskirts  of  BIEN  HOA,  3rd  Brigade  shifted  its  resources  to  AO 
ca-tiiJJCHE  v/ARRIOK  and  subsequently  to  AO  CREEK  II,  where  great  amounts  of  en^ny 
material  were  located  and  were  further  denied  to  hosUle  forces.  Toward  the 
ncrnMf  Juno  1969,  thc  lst  ^nliy  Division  (AM)  with  the  11th  ACR  (-)  under 
oreOH  concentrated  again  to  tho  north  and  initiated  operations  in  AO  KENTUCKY 
COUG.oi.  Additional  emphasis  was  placed  on  assistance  to  RVNaF  units,  enhancing 
pacification  throughout  the  T4'.0I,  and  interdicting  primary  enemy  infiltration 
and  exfiltration  routes.  The  period  was  marked  with  numerous  stand-off  and 
hoa.vy  ground  attacks  against  artillery  fire  support  bases,  and  heavy  enemy 
contact  in  AO  M0Wf/.NA  SCOUT, 

a.  Organization. 


U)  Direct  Support  .'Tt  11  lory.  Tho  month  of  May  began  with  the  2d  ' 
Battalion,  19th  Arty  {-)  in  DS  of  the  1st  Bde  at  TaY  NINH  West  (XT  16551!;)  with 
A/2/19  on  I.Z  CAROLYN  (xT  2767C6),  and  OFCON  units  A/1/77  on  LZ  IKE  (XT  34171.5) 
and  C/l/77  on  LZ  GRANT  (XT  3C7624)  providing  support  to 
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maneuver  units  in  AO  Montant  Scout  continuing  Operation  TO  AW  THAN!  III. 

The  1st  Battnlion,  77th  .Artillery  (-)  was  in  DB  of  the  2nd  Bde  engaged  in 
operations  in  the  eastern  ’  ortion  of  AO  Montana  Scout  with  B/l/77  on 
LZ  DOLLY  (XT  522588),  and  OFCON  units  t/1/21  on  LZ  JOE  (XT  632665)  and 
B/2/19  on  LZ  JAMIE  (XT  48  712).  3rd  Bde,  involved  in  Operation  Montan  a 
blnckfoot,  a  continuation  of  Montana  Scout  and  Montana  Raider  operations, 
was  supported  by  1st  Battalion,  21st  Artillery,  with  B/l  /2l  on  LZ  PHYLLIS 
(YT  538805)  and  C/l/21  on  LZ  J/Jffi  (XT  628815).  C/2/19  at  this  time  was 

located  a  Camp  Gorvad,  supporting  1/8  Cav  offensive  operations  in  AO  CHIEF 

(2)  General  Support  Artillery.  At  the  beginning  of  the  period,  2d 
Battalion,  20th  Artillery  (ARA)  was  in  GS  of  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  (AM) 
with  A/2/20  at  Tay  Ninh  West  and  GSR  2/19  Arty,  B/2/20  at  Camp  Gorvad  and 
GSR  1/77  Arty,  and  C/2/20  at  Quan  Loi,  GSR  1/21  Arty.  The  1st  battalion, 

30th  Artillery  was  in  GS  of  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  (AM)  with  l/l/ 30 
(-)  GSR  2/19  Arty  located  at  LZ  GRANT  (XT  307624),  B/l/30  GSR  2/19  Arty 
located  at  LZ  C.jWlYN  (XT  276706),  A/l/30  (Pit)  GSR  l/77  Arty  located  -t 
LZ  DOLLY  (XT  522588),  andC/l/30  GSR  1/21  Arty  located  at  LZ  JAKE  UT  628015) 
Additional  supporting  fires  of  all  calibers  vj -re  provided  to  the  1st  Cavalry 
Division  Artillery  by  elements  of  the  23rd  Artillery  Group,  II  FF0RCEV 
Artillery.  At  the  beginning  of  the  period,  these  units  had  the  following 
disposition:  8/6  ArtyKOPCON  1st  Cav  Div  Art;.'  with  a  mission  of  providing 
an  artillery  headquarters  to  coordinate  and  control  the  fires  of  elements 
operating  under  TF  MEEHAN  (3d  Brigade  established  this  TF  on  30  April  69). 
Those  firing  elements  include  2/H  How  and  3/11  Ibw  Batteries  organic  to  11..CR 
and  C/2/13  GSR  1st  Cav  Div  Arty,  being  utilized  in  A0  L/.NGE  (Inc  Ninh) 
to  add  light  support  to  TF  HEEHAW.  C/6/27,  also  GSR  1st  Cav  Div  Arty,  was 
located  at  Camp  Gorvad  a  nr  rovided  heavy  artillery  support  along  w5  th  the 
remaining  batt.  cries  of  6/27  Artillery  Donated  the  T/.0I.  tj 3/ ^ 97 

(155)  was  GSR  1/77  Arty  and  was  portioned  at  LZ  THLWDFit  TTT  (XT  768655) 
to  assist  in  the  security  of  Hwy  13. 

(3)  Air  Defense  Art  til  orv.  The  period  began  with  3d  PIT  (Provisional), 
ptiy  C,  4  th  Bn,  60th  AD..’  ATTACHED  to  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  (aM).  Pinto  on 
asset s’ included  four  M42A1  Dusters,  foir  M55  Quad  .5O3,  four  23  inch  Xenon 
s'vrchli  '.hts  and  one  30  inch  Xenon  searchlight..  For  the  entire  period  two 
Dusters  wore  located  at  C.>ir  GOriV AD  with  a  mission  of  GS  1st  Cav  Div.  In 
this  role  they  provided  security  for  work  parties,  mino  svrejdng  teams,  and 
zx>ad  convoys  passing  through  AO  CMaK,  in  addition  to  providing  indirect  and 
direct  fires  3up"ort  in  the  AJO.  Twa  Dusters  at  LZ  AH  BY  ( 'jUAN  IajI),  CSit 
1/21  Arty,  has  a  similar  mission  throughout  the  reporting,  period.  The  Quad 
.60s  and  23  inch  searchlight  moved  frequently  between  critical  FGBs  during 
the  period,  in  active  response  to  tlic  changing  tactical  sitiuation.  CAMP 
GU.VAi)  defenses  retained  a  Quad.  50  anil  searchlight  team  throughout  the 
reporting  period,  although  the  specific  elements  rotated  from  time  to  time. 
The  AIJ/TVS— 3  (30  inch  Xenon  Searchlight)  was  evacuated  from  Ct^P  GORVAD  on 
8  Juno  for  depot  maintenance. 
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It  was  returned  on  15  July  and  was  awaiting  completion  of  a  60  foot  search¬ 
light  tower  for  employment  atop  that  facility  at  the  close  of  the  reporting 
period.  A  scco nd  team  provided  defensive  fires  and  illumination  at  LZ 
Gri/jiT  for  the  entire  period  (1  May  -  31  July).  A  third  Quad  .50  -  search¬ 
light  team,  GSR  1/77  .'rtillerp-,  was  placed  on  LZ  JOE  early  in  the  reporting 
period  bec'Use  an  attack  against  that  FSB  was  anticipated  (See  para  b  (2), 

Cn  23  May  the  team  moved  from  LZ  JOE  to  LZ  LORI  where  they  remained  until 
June  reinforcing  the  fire3  of  1/77  Arty.  On  thi3  date  Lg.  IORI  was  closed 
out,  and  operations  in  AO  KENTUCKY  COUGAR  necessitated  separating  this 
particular  team.  The  Quad  .50  rnovad  through  LZ  BETTY  to  LZ  ANDY  for  base 
defense  and  the  searchlight  was  positioned  at  LZ  JAMIE,  where  each  ' ror.r'iaTed 
for  the  balance  of  the  period.  The  fourth  team,  GSR  l/2l  Arty  reinforced 
defenses  on  LZ  PHYLLIS  early  in  Mr-3',  t’i  r.placing  through  CAMP  GOiiVAD  and^ 
on  LZ  LIBBY'  in  conjunction  with  3d  Erigado  deployment  in  AO  CUf'iM.'J'CHj;. 
’JaRRIuR.  Tho  team  remain. id  **  on  LZ  LIBBY  for  two  days  before  moving  to  LZ 
ROCK  for  two  weeks  (24  May  -  7  June).  On  7  June  the  tecam  was  again  relocated 
at  LZ  JOY  where  it  played  *  key  role  ir  the  LZ  defense  while  under  heavy 
onoty  attack.  When  operations  in  AO  CCa.il,.  ACHE  WARRIOR  terminated,  the  Quad 
.50  -  searchlight  team  accompanied  3d  Brigade  elements  to  AO  KENTUCKY  CoUG,.ii 
and  remained  in  position  at  LZ  ’^/ESTCOTT  throughout  the  balance  of  tho  re¬ 
porting  period. 

B.  Operation  TO/M  THANG  III,  aO  HOOTAMT  SCOUT i 

(1)  Generali  As  the  reporting  period  begen,  this  operation  was  well 
established  as  1st  Cavalry  Division  elements  continued  offensive  operations 
to  interdict  movement  of  major  enemy  forces  south  through  critical  areas  of 
111  CTZ,  and  to  locate  and  destroy  enemy  forces,  facilities  end  material. 

To  accomplish  this  mission,  1st.  Brigade  operated  in  tho  western  portion  of 
.0  MONT  ANT  SCOUT  south  of  base  area  353,  2nd  Brigade  in  the  eastern  portion 
of  the  .".0  north  of  the  Mic helin  Rubber  plantation,  and  3rd  Brigade  in  the 
vicinity  of  base  area  352,  the  FISlSiOUK,  and  LGC  N1NH  (  aoLANCo). 

(2)  EXECUTION:  Beginning  id th  the  first  day  of  the  reporting  period 
TF  DUKE  was  replaced  by  TF  MEEHAN  and  11th  ACR  elements  proceeded  to  AN 
LOC/qunn  Lai  for  a  maintenance  otanddown  of  short  duration.  With  light 
batteries  at  LZ  PHYLLIS  and  at  LZ  JAKE,  medium  artillery  also  at  LZ  JAKE 
and  Ad  A  based  at  Quan  Loi,  1/21  Artillery  was  well  prepared  to  support  3rd 
Brigade  in  the  Fhuoc  Long  and  Phuoc  Dinh  areas.  To  the  west,  stand-off 
attacks  in  addition  to  numberous  ground  assaults,  were  mounted  against  the 
major  landing  zones  in  AO  MONT  ANT  SCOUT.  On  060200  May,  LZ  C  j  .RjLYN  received 
a  heavy  volume  of  incoming  rounds,  estimated  at  more  than  200  including 
107mra  rockets,  75mm  RR,  G2  and  60mm  mortars,  followed  by  heavy  small  arms 
and  nutomatie  wonpons  fire.  The  firing  batteries  ( 2/ 19  &  B/l/30 
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returned  fire  on  pro-selected  counternortar/rocket  targets.  The  AH/MRQ-4 
radar  loca.ted  at  12  CAROLYN  acquired  several  mortar/rockct  positions  and  these 
were  also  ta.ken  under  fire.  Tho  howitzers  then  commenced  direct  fire  on  targets 
approximately  200  meters  outside  the  FB  perimeter  while  the  base  piece  provided 
self  illumination,  Nino  sections  of  ARA  from  A/2/20  were  committed  to  the 
action,  expending  864  2.75"  HE  rockets  and  239  Flechette  rockets  during  the 
attack  and  wore  credited  with  24  kills.  At  approximately  0300  hours,  the 
ammunition  storage  area  received  two  direct  hits  from  incoming  shells,  setting 
it  on  fire  and  subsequoquently  detonating  HE  and  1/P  ammunition  which  covered 
tho  position  with  shell  fragments.  A/ 2/19  maintained  a  barrage  of  Beehive, 
Firecracker,  WP  and  "Killer  Junior",  expending  over  800  rounds  in  direct  fire 
and  100  rounds  in  indirect  fire.  B/l/30  fired  597  rounds  in  defense  of  the  LZ 
and  was  credited  with  25  kills  while  suffering  25  WIA  within  the  b-ttoiy,  All 
available  artillery  within  range  was  quickly  called  into  action  and  completely 
surrounded  tho  FSB  with  final  protective  and  blocking  fires.  The  attack,  made 
by  a  regimental  enemy  force,  was  suppressed  at  0600H  leaving  the  ammunition 
and  POL  dunps  destroyed,  9  US  KIA  and  64  US  WI A .  Enemy  losses  included  101 
NVA  KIA,  29  NVA  PWs,  42  AK-4?s,  6  SKS's,  11  RPG-2s,  3  RP&*7s,  9  RPC-M.G*s,  2 
x  60mm  mortars,  2  radios,  1  field  phone,  and  1  .30  cel  MG  captured.  Also  on 
6  14*y,  at  0323H,  LZ  JOE  received  a  ground  probe  prefaced  by  a  6Ctoin  and  62nci 
mortar  attack,  followed  by  B-40  rockets.  A/l/3 0,  B/l/77 ,  and  A/3/197  imediate>- 
ly  engaged  preselected  counter-mortar  targets  and  were  assisted  by  ARu*  ™e 
results  of  this  attack  wore  8  NVA  KIA,  4  US  KIA  and  25  US  'VIA.  On  120*.45d 
•irxi  on  130315  May,  LZs  JAMIE  and  GH.JVT  rospecUvely  came  under  heavy  ground 
attack.  At  LZ  JAMIE,  a  regimental  size  force  attempted  a  coordinated  a ssu.nl t, 
firing  over  200  rounds  of  mixed  83nm  mortar  and  I07tam  rocket  ammunition.  LZ 
JOE  received  mortars  and  small  arms  at  the  same  time  leading  to  the  belie! 
that  these  attacks  were  well  planned,  as  LZ  JOE  and  LZ  JAMIE  wore  mutually 
supporting  FSBs.  Following  tho  indirect  fire  attack  at  LZ  JAMIE  the  enemy  on- 
ployerl  12.7  *mn  machine  guns,  TWiO  and  IW»1  r»*ekets,  rocoilesB  rifles  and 
sapp.vs  against  tho  FSB  defenses,  /t  0345  hours,  the  NVA  had  occupied  one 
bunker  on  tho  southorn  portion  of  the  perimeter,  after  breeching  the  wire. 

L/2/19  countorattackcd  with  dirt  ct  fire  and  six  sections  of  ARA  supported  the 
LZ  until  contact  was  broken  at  0645H.  Results  of  the  engagement  were  83  NV A 
KIA,  7  US  KIA,  35  US  WIA,  and  1  x  105mm  howitzer  damaged  by  rockets.  At  LZ 
GRANT,  the  enemy  attacked  with  a  two  company  size  force  employing  heavy  small 
arms,  B-40  and  indirect  fire.  Tho  perimeter  was  breeched  but  subsequently  re¬ 
established  by  the  QRF.  Tube  artillery,  six  sections  of  ARA,  flare  and  Spooky 
gun  ships  nupported  t,ho  defenders.  All  available  artillery  within  range  was 
fir> d  on  avenues  of  approach  around  the  LZ.  Fire  plans  covering  routes  of 
withdrawal  were  distributed  to  available  artillery  units  and  thoir  fires 
commenced  as  soon  as  contact  was  broken.  Flechette  rockets  were  employed  by  ARA 
on  tho  withdrawal  routos.  Tho  contact  broke  at  050011  with  the  following  ro- 
nults:  45  NVA  KIA,  3  NVA  PWs,  6  AK4?s,  6  RPG-7s,  6  HPG-2s,  1  pistol,  96 
Chi  com  f.r'.aT'dcc,  11  B-40  rds,  15  satchel  charges  and  2  b.uigalorc  torpedoes 
captured  or  destroyed.  Friendly  casualities  wore  5  US  KIA  and  40  US  hi;..  Tho 
first  two  weeks  of  the  reporting  period 
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;as  characterized  by  numerous  significant  attacks  on  1st  Cav  Div  FSBs  which 
were  abortive  in  nature  as  evidenced  by  enerry  failure  in  every  attempt  and  by 
his  extremely  high  casualty  rate.  During  7-12  Hay,  11th  ACR  elements  were  no 
longer  in  a.  standdown  posture,  1/11  How  Ltry  having  displaced  to  XT  641707  on 
7  i ivr  and  2/11  How  Btry  to  LZ  INA  (LORI)  on  C  May  to  provide  support  to  maneuver 
elements  operating  in  AOs  bOLT  AiJD  SrEEED  (Vic  XT 5961).  On  13  May,,  3d  Bdo  and 
1/21  Arty  (-)  began  displacement  to  AO  COMMANCHE  WARRIOR,  NE  of  Bien  Hoa  pick¬ 
ing  up  E/2/20  COR  1/2 1st  Arty,  and  releasing  C/2/20  to  become  GSR  1/77  Arty, 

(see  par?  C,  Operation  COMiiANCHE  WAR.1IOH).  On  the  same  day,  1st  Sqn,  11th  ACR 
Jao  re-leaned  and  2d  Bde  assuned  control  of  the  11th  ACR  AO.  A/l/21,  remaining 
at  LZ  JOE,  was  placed  under  OPCON  of  1/77  Arty.  In  conjunction  with  the  re¬ 
deployment  of  forces.  C/l/30  moved  to  QUAN  LOI  on  13  May  in  preparation  for 
assignment  to  operations  in  AO  CCMKAmCHE  WAivtL OR.  Similarly,  C/l/21  displaced 
to  uISN  HOA  .and  subsequently  to  LZ  LOIS  on  the  same  day.  As  a  result  of  in¬ 
creasing  on  my  activity  in  AO  piUlTi’AMA  SCOUT  and  plans  to  begin  operations  in 
AO  CGMMANCHE  WARrIOR,  B/6/15  was  moved  with  approval  of  II  FFORCE  Artillery 
from  LZ  SLIRiJEY  (XT  762893)  to  LZ  WHITE  (XT  444625)  to  laid  additional 
artillery  support  to  maneuver  forces  in  that  AO,  The  AN/taPQ-4  radar  at  LZ 
C  utOLYN  was  repositioned  at  LZ  ST.  BARBARA  on  14  Hay  to  more  effectively  cover 
the  western  reaches  of  the  1st  Bde  AO.  Two  days  later,  a/2/19  and  b/l/30  (-) 
followed,  closing  out  LZ  CARuLYN  and  in  position  at  LZ  ST.  BABAnA  to  support 
2/8  Cav  in  offensive  operations.  /JLso  on  16  May,  B/l/30  (Pit)  moved  from  LZ 
bGLiX  to  LZ  GR/JIT,  effectively  redistributing  medium  artillery  support  for 
2/12. Cav,  covering  the  loss  of  FSB  CAROLYN.  These  moves  were  partially  in 
response  to  the  recent  ?nd  widespread  attacks  on  fire  bases.  On  16  May,  defennd- 
ers  at  1 Z  IKE  (XT  341715)  repulsed  a  30  -  40  man  ground  probe,  believed  to  be 
a  sapper  attack.  Individuals  carrying  satchel  charges  were  observed  through 
a  starlight  scope  attempting  to  breach  the  perimeter's  second  wire.  The  enemy 
woo  imsn.di a t.ely  engaged  by  mortarr,  tnl>c  urM.Unry,  ARA  and  Spooky  gunships. 
."rain,  all  available  artillery  was  fired  in  to  the  a.tti.cH ng  force  and  a 
comprehensive  blocking  fire  plan  was  initiated  to  cover  routes  of  withdrawal. 

The  action  terminated  at  Q440H  with  the  following  results!  11  NVA  KIA,  2  NVA 
P/s,  6  AK50s,  1  B40  rocket  launcher,  2  satchel  charges,  2  bangalore  tnrpodoPn, 
captured  or  destroyed  and  2  US  KIA.  On  23  May,  an  anticipated  attack  against 
BZ  JOE  (AT  632665)  materialized  as  the  anrney  pounded  the  FSB  with  200  rounds 
of  rocket  and  mortar  fire,  followed  by  ?n  estimated  reinforced  company  sized 
gi-iund  attack.  In  addition  to  artillery  and  ARA  support.  Air  Defense  Artillery 
( "DA)  pumped  3700  rounds  of  .50  ammunition  unto  the  enemy  force  from  Quad  .50 
on  location.  After  contact  was  broken,  the  enemy  suffered  8  KIA  and  friendly 
casualties  ammounted  to  18  WlA.  Also  on  23  May,  5/7  Cav  had  begun  improve¬ 
ments  on  LZ  Lad  (XT  606622)  and  by  1700H  both  A/l/**l  ftnd.  A/3/197  had  closed 
this  LZ  to  support  offensive  operations.  On  25  Hay,  B/l/77  (Pit)  participated 
in  a  l/5  C-av  o  -er'tion  cleaning  up  a  recently  discovered  food  and  weapons  cache. 
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D/l/77  (Pit)  displaced  to  LZ  PHYLLIS  on  25  May,  and  two  days  Inter  rejoined 
the  battery  at  LZ  DOLLY.  Enemy  activity  was  light  and  scattered  for  the  first 
five  days  in  June.  On  the  sixth  day  LZ  JAMIE  again  received  incoming  rocket 
and  mortar  fire  followed  by  a  multi-sided  ground  probe  that  lasted  most  of 
the  night.  Immediately  after  the  attack  began,  B/2/19  engaged  counter  nortar/ 
rocket  targets  firing  both  HE  rnd  ICM.  A  total  of  four  sections  of  AKA  were 
in  station  ns  sappers  were  continually  attempting  to  breach  the  perimeter 
wire.  The  LZ  was  mutually  supported  by  medium  artillery  from  LZs  OnAKT  and 
DOLil'.  IX  0900H,  Sabre  11,  1st  Sqn,  9th  Cavalry  Scout  Team  spotted  90  -  ICO 
NVA  in  the  open,  900  meters  NE  of  LZ  JAMIE.  Medium  artillery,  A/V30  (Fit), 
from  LZ  DOLLY  attacked  with  IE  and  ICM  and  an  air  strike  was  called  in. 
Assessment  for  artillery  was  15  NV A  KIA,  10  bunkers  and  ICO  meters  of  trench- 
linc  destroyed.  US  casualties  were  2  KIA  and  7  VIA.  Following  this  action, 

;J  1/30  (- )  moved  from  LZ  GRANT  to  LZ  JAMIE,  rnd  was  ready  to  fire  by  1345H. 

On  fi  Juno,  B/2/19  returned  to  the  control  of  the  2/19  .Artillery  due  to  a 
boundary  change,  and  continued  to  support  the  2/7  Cay  while  conducting  fo llov; 
up  operations  for  heavy  artillery  in  A 0  GOLD.  On  12-13  Juno,  1/12  Cav  (support¬ 
ed  by  C/2/19)  and  2/12  Cav  (supported  by  C/l/77)  switched  places,  giving  2/12 
Cav  the  mission  of  securing  C.v-iP  GOnV.-.D  and  AO  CHIEF,  C/2/19  returned  to  LZ 
O.CJ'IT  with  1/12  Ca.v  and  continued  supporting  that  unit  in  offensive  operations 
in  AO  MONTANA  SCOUT,  This  move  placed  all  three  organic  batteries  of  2/19 
-xtillery  under  the  control  of  its  parent  headquarters.  Also  on  12  June,  LZ 
LOLLY  received  incoming  mortar  fire,  and  countermortar  targets  were  immediately 
on;  aged  by  the  artillery  located  a.t  tha.t  LZ.  On  15  June,  A/l/21  (Pit)  moved 
from  LZ  LORI  to  LZ  JAKE  to  more  effectively  cover  maneuvers  of  5/7  Cav.  The 
second  attack  on  LZ  IKE  during  this  reiorting  period  occured  on  18  June  when 
an  estimated  reinforced  compary  .sized  unit  attacked  with  heavy  small  arms  and 
- ut  matte  w  apons  fire  under  a  cover  of  60tmi  mortars  a.nd  B40  rockets.  Throe 
LPs  were  unable  to  close  into  the  port  motor,  which  ivo  trained  the  a  r  till  or1, 
from  count,  era  Ib.vM ng  with  Hi  root.  fire.  TVh on  the  LPs  finally  cloccd,  tha 
artilT  ry  opened  up  with  "Killer  Junior"  and  firecracker.  All  available  artil¬ 
lery  engaged  the  enemy  and  withdrawal  routes  were  effectively  covered  by  fire. 
Contact  broke  at  0330H  leaving  37  NVA  KIA,  3  NVA  PVs,  10  AK47s  and  5  KPG 
Launchers.  Friendly  casualties  were  3  LB  KIA  and  7  05  VIA.  A  third  attempt 
to  overrun  LZ  IKE  occured  two  days  later  when  an  estimated  heavily  reinforced 
onojy  battalion  (K2,  IBB  Regiment)  poured  30  -35  10?mm  rockets,  40  X  57mr-  RR 
rounds,  45  X  82mm  mortar  rounds,  80  X  B40  rounds,  and  60  X  60rmn  mortar  rounds 
into  the  LZ,  l’ollowied  by  h envy  small  arms  and  .51  cal  1-1.0.  fire.  An  01  bird- 
dog  was  immediately  dispatched  with  the  dual  mission  of  directing  artillery 
fire  for  the  LZ  and  restoring  and  maintaining  communications  which  had  been 
lost  during  the  heavy  barrage.  The  on  any  wa.r>  engaged  with  organics,  tube 
artillery,  ARA  and  Shadow  sliips.  A/l/77  fired  firecracker  and  "Killer  Junior" 
in  continuous  direct  fire  and  provided  self-illumination  for  the  LZ.  All 
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available  artillery  again  covered  routes  of  withdrawal  toltn^moFtH|rhc.|  ingfoth"? ' j 
west  as  c :-ii tret  broke  at  022*011  loa.ving  90  NVA  KIAiiMNV/|RVl^C)p|7$ni®RRpi|| 
rounds,  C  SK3  rifles,  23  ;\K47  rifles,  3  RPD  light.M. 6:8^fflra[B550|a^tol^ 


eneny  r-uffored  severe  manpower  »nc  oouipaent  lo sses,  •  an d|f nil^cl^>ffioxperLpnce f 
evan  limited  success  in  any  of  his  overrun  <itt empisVfllb une^|.#1> 
prenn.ra.ti ’-ns  for  a  major  redistribution  of  1st  Cavalry  Divi’siBnfry.neuy ewrel~ .*.. * 
e'.ents  an'  supporting  artillery  wore  begun.  5/7  Cav  begnnf cSns true ti^nWf^LZ 
*<5iTl  (XV  6G6652* )  and  on  21  June  ,'/ 1/21  (Pit)  moved  from^Ml^0tto^WJo^'Ty#>S 
Tlv:  n  xt  day,  .'/1/21  (-)  followed,  completing  the  new  F8Dlwh«l^i!i/now|5/7ii. 


Tit :  n  xt  day,  ,'/l/21  (-)  followed,  completing  the  new  F8D|wh«hIwi»S/now 
Cav  CP.  /.Iso  on  22  June,  a/3/197  (-)  moved  to  l2  Vl!UWDcR|II*I^elo§iffg| 
LOrtI,  On  24  June,  AO  MONTANA  SCOUT  was  replaced  by  AO  Klilt'fl'UCKY^SOUO/^Rf 

C.  OrEn/.TION  COMM/MCHE  WARitlOft:  f 


(1)  Gone ral :  The  3d  Brigp.de  was  assigned  the  ndssibhwf^detcctihg|a.nd4:  ||- 
interdicting  enemy  buildup  north  end  northca.stof  blEN  Jtu 

I nt  ol lig one o  indicated  an  increasing  threat  in  that  s.roa<;(  A^CCX-H^ajiCUE'l^ttRlOtL)  f 
prompting  employment  ->f  the  3c1  Brigade*  nnci  its  direct  suppo:^^r.n£], reinforcing. 
artillery.  I 


c/l/21  already  moved  from  I Z  JAKE  to  BIEN  HO/,  and  in  support^f^thc  1/8' Cay, 
was  displaced  to  LZ  LOIS  (YT  12.6230)  on  13  tfcy,  joining,;:D/2/4d^'.|l05mm|B?!ttcryV 
of  the  19701  IJB  in  DS  of  the  3/7  Inf.  On  3.4  May^B/l/21#d^frted|LZ|PIffLUSA 
UP  538805),  moved  through  PHUOC  VIHN,  and  closed :ht  LZ  CI’NDYg(YT*1373l6)  .on  ^ 
15  Kay,  prepared  to  support  '  the  1/7  C»v.  B/2/20 .  at?C/i4^G0AV ADf 'was /place cl  £ 
in  HSR  1/21  Artillery  for  this  operation,  with  a  limited|l^^cr^g||j3f«fueling  .;■!$ 
and  reaming  facility  set  up  rt  LZ  DUSTY  END  (Vic  YT  4733)^^^^fej#/||i||Mf‘ 


(3)  Exec ution On  15  Kay,  C/l/30  departed  DISM  .'ihtitpUz 

LOIS,  in  j»sition  to  lend  medium  artillery  support  to  nll|el^ents|b^l3dfjxlOi  Ud 
Offensive  operations  continued  and  intelligence  indicated  .th^t^f gr enteri  j|; 
on«?!T/  threat  existed  to  the  east.  On  20  May,  AO  CREEK  II  ■'came ^into  "effect  to 
meet  th  •  onry  buildup,  and  1/7  Cav  began  construction  bf|£Z^ibB^(^YT^3i29p ) . 
B/l/21  moved  from  LZ  CINDY  to  LIZ  LIBBY  closing  on  201700  MayWpropa.rw'Ito^  . 


sirn»>rt  new  offensive  operations  in  AO  CitSEK.II,  approximat^lj^20|ki3omb,:tcrs 
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On  23  May,  the  3/7  Inf  (OPCON  1st  Cpv)  moved  into  LZ  LOIb  and  continued  to  be 
supported,  by  D/2/40  /rtillery  (OPCUN  i/21  ,'rty).  On  the  same  day,  C/l/21 
departed  LZ  LOIb  and  was  repositioned  at  LZ  ROCK  (XT  4B3553)  closing  at  1330H 
-nd  in  support  of  1/8  Cnv.  Following  those  moves,  HQ  l/21  displaced  from 
blEiJ  HO,',  to  BLOCKHOUSE  (Vic  aU/.N  LOG;  in  order  to  facilitate  positive  control. 

.‘.s  contacts  decreased  in  AO  CCMMAfiCHE  'A’.RRIOR  and  increased  in  AO  CREEK  II 
(mainly  the  uncovering  of  food  and  supply  caches),  C/l/30  moved  from  LZ  LOIS 
t'>  LZ  LIBBY,  joining  B/l/21  on  241600  May  and  in  position  to  lend  heavier 
artillery  support  in  destroying  bunker  rand  fighting  position  complexes  also 
found  in  that  area.  Activity  in  AO  CdtlHAfiCHE  WAKttlOR  continued  to  decrease, 
anc!  on  30  Mry,  the  AO  was  turned  over  to  the  18th  ARVfJ  Div.  The  next  day,  3/7 
Inf  and  D/2/40  were  released  to  become  under  OPCON  of  CklAC  and.  LZ  LOIS  was 
closed.  3d  bdo  elements  continued  to  uncover  supply  caches,  reporting  a  total 
food  stuff  tonnage  of  170  tons  during  the  period  24  May  through  14  June.  Enemy 
contact  increased,  and  the  l/7  C?v  opened  LZ  JOY  (YT678256)  followed  by  its 
supporting  artillery,  b/l/21,  which  arrived  from  LZ  LlaBY  on  051745  June.  Tons 
of  supplies  wore  found,  and  numerous  bunker  complexes  were  reported  along  with 
incron  sing  enony  activity.  On  7  June,  LZ  LLbJf  was  closed  as  C/l/30  moved  to 
LZ  JOY,  once  again  lending  the  weight  of  medium  artillery  to  hard  targets  in 
the  area.  On  12  June  LZ  JOY  received  a  battalion- si  zed  g  round  .attack  precede*; 
by  a  heavy  combined  rocket  and  mortar  barrage.  Artillery  supported  the  defenders 
combining  blocking  fires,  direct  fire  and  ARA  fires,  b ranking  up  the  attack 
aft  nr  nca.rly  three  hours.  Of  significant  importance  in  this  action  was  the 
additional  firepower  and  illumination  provided  the  FSB  defense  by  ADA  assets 
located  at  LZ  JOY  specifically,  a  Quad  .50  machine  gun  anc.  a  23  inch  Xenon 
searchlight,  At  the  time  of  the  attack,  a  dense  fog  had  settled  over  the  Lz 
wldch  greatly  limited  the  fires  of  *RA  and  Spooky.  Limited  visibility  also 
mad- ,  Kedcvac  operations  extremely  hazardous.  The  SLT  was  placed  at  the  center 
of  the  LZ,  and  its  light  was  directed  vertically  nr.  a  beacon  for  the  aircraft 
in  addition  tr,  providing  adequate  diffused  light  for  the  defenders  to  engage 
the  onony  in  the  woodijnc  sm-rounding  the  FSB.  The  Quad  .50  MG  was  brought 
into  action  as  it  moved  to  reinforce  that  portion  of  the  perimeter  which  was 
linger  attack,  an1''  expended  over  10,000  rounds  as  it  moved  quickly  from  position 
t,  pifdtion.  This  action  vividly  demonstrates  the  great  value  of  automatic 
weapons  end  searchlights  in  support  of  FSB  defenses.  The  results  of  the  battle 
were  36  MV'  KIA,  1  PW,  3  US  KIA  and.  6  US  V/lA.  Eneny  activity  remained  light 
and  scattered  in  AO  CREEK  II,  aimed  primarily  at  keeping  1st  Cav  Di.v  elements 
Cron  locating  and  destroying  additional  supply  bases.  Operations  in  AO  CuKKk 
II  torinin-ted  on  23  Juno  and  3f!  Bdc  elements  redeployed  north  to  i’HUOC  L0i\E 
an-’  BIN!!  LONG  Provinces,  preparing  for  operations  in  AO  KHJJTUOKY  COlC/jl.  F>e- 
ginning  21  Juno,  C/l/30  moved  to  uL/.CKHOnbE  in  preparation  for  the  new  operation, 
.-•  rv '  began  a  road  convoy  movement  through  LUMJ  ulNll  y’j ii)  PHUOC  V1NH  for  redeploy¬ 
ment  in  the  C;U;.N  IDI  -  BONG  BE  area .  Also  on  21  June,  B/l/21  moved  from  LZ 
*JuY  t,o  LZ  ANDY  (QUAN  LUI),  closing  at  1815!!  and  teinpuvirily  under  UIX3UN  of  A/ 27 
ArtiJlry, 
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D*  Q^j./flON  TOAN  THANG  III  _  AQ  KENTUCKY  COtEARi 

^onep,-il:  Although  tho  bo  sic  .mission  of  the  1st  Cavalry  Division 
r-xwiinct.  essentially  the  same,  when  AO  KENTUCKY  COUC.it  beewne  effective  on 
V* f’Ph^sis  was  given  to  joint  operations  with  CIDC  and  .UtVN 
tt  T  ct*7  v,  °  l3t  CpV  WvIJffl1  increased  to  tho  east,  extending  as  far  as  tho 
‘  .f.  ount.ary,  am.  military  effort  was  significantly  extended  to  enhance 

. -  creation  at  District  and  Province  levels.  Tho  11th  ACR  (-)  was  again 

!(;  m'  r.^lC?N  of  t,u-  1st  Cav  Div  on  22  June,  and  was  assigned  an  AO  in 

rTdssinn  of  securing  0(L  13  (Thunder  Road)  and  interdicting 
throughout,  '11  brigade  size  elements  of  the  1st  Cav  Div, 

KMT  JOKY*  COUGAR  C0Mplcmcnt  of  136  *‘*-nd  ®  Artillery,  commenced  operations  in  AO 

,}2?  ^gHning :  vi th  the  11th  ACR  operating  in  a.  separate  AO,  coordination 
o.;S  ^tado  with  II  FFORCE  'rtillcry  and  with  23d  CROUP  Artillery  to  provide  an 
...  uiiory  npadouarters  capable  of  controling  and  coordia-ting  the  artillery 
asserts  available  t>  tho  11th  ACR.  6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery  (GSR  1st  Cav 
uiv  rty  ant.  located  at  QUM'I  LOI)  was  given  the  additional  mission  of  DS  11th 
f?n<  T  Provided  OPCON  of  2d  How  btry,  3d  How  Btry,  F/l6  (155  towed),  C/2/13 
! A/3/l97  (155  towed)*  Initially,  B/l/21  was  also  placed  OPCON 
g  i  +  11  ltS  p?r"nt  bnttalion  arrived  in.  the  new  AO.  Artillery  in  support 

n  2d  Bn-E''dos  remained  in  position  at  the  close  of  AO  MONO  A  SCOUT, 

n  23^  unc,  C/l/30  closed  at  C/JiP  GOHVaD  in  preparation  to  continue  its  dds- 
p  -’c  .:,ont  ro ad  convoy  to  QUATJ  101,  On  the  same  day,  all  3d  Brigade  maneuver 

dements  loft  LZ  RUCK  and  AO  CREEK  II  for  deployment  through  QUAN  LOI.  1/21 
..r  til  lory  assumed  responsibility  for  QUAN  LOI  base  defense  upon  closing  LZ  ,-UDY. 

_  r  J3)  Siccutipn:  Or.  ?h  Jtu.o,  C/l/21  rn.ved  from  LZ  ROCK  to  LZ  VESTCOTT  (XT 

j  ^  ^PP°ST0f  hhC  1/0  CaV‘  B/1/P1  to  control  of  1/?1  Artillery 

l>c-t<.<.  u  wU..N  101.  Units  under  OrcON  of  6/27  Artillery  were  positioned  as 

'i°/'  BtlT  “  fr? :  b‘)JJ*L«  (Vic  AN  IOC),  3d  How  Btry  -  LZ  SIDEWINDER 
?}6  "  yz  ;NP  (QUAW  !0I),  c/2/13  -  LZ  SHIRLEY  (an  IOC)  and  UV 197 
LZ  xaUWER  in  (KT  768655).  Distribution  of  heavy  artillery  (8”  -  175mm) 

ru”v°n  Z  !  6/6/27  nt  LZ  BUT'1'01^  (b0m  0S)  and  C/6/27  at  C.;MP 

‘  ‘S',  Un  26.  dunR>  C/l/30  completed  its  move  and  closed  LZ  bUTTONS  at  1710  H. 

-June,  A/l/21  moved  from  LZ  BETTY  to  LZ  JOE  and  prepared  for  a  fixed-wing 
C-ljO  novo  to  the  SOIC  EE  area.  A/l /21  closed  LZ  JUDY  (YU  25L1A9)  on  271820 
•jur.o,  in  position  t.>  support  5/7  Cav  offensive  operations.  With  maneuver 
elomonts  and  supporting  artillery  organized  and  positioned  in  the  11th  ACR  and 
Jc.o  AOs,  tho  1st  Cav  Div  now  conducted  offensive  operations  extending  across 
.’o  rn"T?r -v -i5°  kiloractor8  of  Primary  infiltration  routes.  Throughout 
::rVU  '  U'Jl^Vh»  no  maneuver  -•lonont  was  without  artillery  coverage,  and  all 
‘  'J  “,oro  mutually  suppirted  by  artillery  fires  -  a  task  not  easily  accompli. shod 
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considering  the  great  land  mass  and  relatively  few  assests  available.  On  29 
June,  2/11  Son  extended  THUNDER  xOAD  security  north,  placing  2d  How  Btry  at 
L2  KELLY  (XU  733084),  and  conducted  mechanized  RIF  operations  from  that  FSB. 

The  occupation  of  LZ  BUl'TOMe  provided  an  excellent  location  for  the  counter 
mortar  radar,  and.  on  2  July  the  Q-U  at  LZ  ST  baRBy-RA  was  moved  to  LZ  BUTTONS 
by  fixed  wing  aircraft.  To  insure  mutual  support  and  to  extend  medium  artillery 
influence,  C/l/30  (-)  moved  from  LZ  BUTTONS  to  LZ  WEoTCOTT,  joining  C/l/21  on 
2  July.  Concurrently,  boundary  changes  between  1st  and  2d  Brigade  AOs  placed 
C/2/19  and  E/l/30  (-)  at  LZ  G.i/NT  GSR  1/77  Arty  and  ,'./l/30  (-)  at  LZ  J/iJE 
CSR  2/l9  ‘rty.  155mm  howitzer s  located  at  LZs  Uit/J'JT ,  LULLY  AND  JAM  12  continued 
to  be  mutually  supp)rting  and  provided  effective  support  of  medium  artillery 
across  all  infiltration  mutes  through  the  western  region  of  AO  KENTUCKY  COUG/.u, 
On  6  July,  offensive  operations  were  conducted  northeast  of  LZ  KEL1Y  and  north 
of  LZ  FORT  Ok, 'RITE  (XU  929082).  l’*»  effectively  support  the  l/7  Cav ,  2d  How 
Btry  11th  ACR  displaced  east  to  LZ  ALICE  (XT  231435)  remaining  in  the  1.1th  AC  ft 
AO,  but  now  under  OPCON  of  1/21  Artillery.  Similarly,  b/l/21  moved  from  LZ 
ANDY  to  LZ  KELLY,  filling  the  void  left  by  2d  How  Btry  and  was  placed  under 
OPCON  of  6/27  ‘rty.  On  7  July,  2/12  Cav  in  AO  CHIEF  and  1/5  Cav  at  LZ  DULLY 
reversed  their  positions,  retaining  habitual  association  with  C/l/77  and  B/l/77 
..rtillery  through  their  concurrent  displacement.  Closing  time  wa.s  1715H,  with 
S/1/77  und.er  OPCUN  of  1/30  Arty  at  C.ilP  GOuVaD  and  C/l/77  under  organic  control 
of  1/77  Arty  at  LZ  DULLY.  B/6/15  at  LZ  ’WHITE,  GSR  1st  Cav  Div  Arty,  departed 
.‘.0  KENTUCKY  COUGAR  for  rodeplojment  at  DAU  TIE  NO  on  C>  July.  Intelligence  in¬ 
i'  ^nation  prompted  the  opening  -if  LZ  BECKY  (AT  372210)  with  2/8  Cav  on  9  July. 
This  Battalion  was  placed  under  OPCON  of  1st  Bdo  .and  was  followed  by  A/2/19 
from  LZ  ST  BAuE.Uw.,  closing  at  LZ  BECKY  0914 50H.  In  PHOUC  LONG  Province,  5/7 
C'-v  began  joint  operations  with  l/7  .'utVi-i  on  10  July  to  the  west  of  LZ  EILEK 
(YU  039062).  A/1/21  departed  and  closed  out  LZ  JUDY,  arriving  at  LZ  ELLEN  to 

provide  direct  support  artillery.  Along  QL  13,  3d  How  Btry,  11th  ACR  moved 
frequently  in  the  vie  of  LZs  JiUNDEK  IT1,  Bltoi.jJK  (XT  720850)  and  L/.WTUN 
(XT  695928),  always  within  supporting  range  of  ropd  convoys.  On  13  July,  2d 
How  Btry  11th  ACR  and  B/l/21  returned  t o  control  of  their  parent  units,  B/l/21 
:nvod  from  LZ  KELLY  To  LZ  VIVI..N  (XU  908024)  in  support  of  1/7  Ca.v  offensive 
operations  and  2d  How  Btry  returned  to  LZ  KELlY,  On  14  July,  boundary  changes 
placed  B/2/19  0P00N  and  A/l/30  (-)  GSR  to  1/77  Artillery  with  LZ  JjJ-ilE  now 
located  in  the  2d  Bde  AO.  Current  intelligence  indicated  that  the  5th  VC 
Division  was  moving  north  through  PHOUC  LOfC  Province.  To  meet  this  contingency 
2/12  Cav  -nd  C/l/77  located  at  LZ  DuLxY  were  airlifted  to  oUh’AKD  on  17  July 
and  constructed  FSB  O'  KEFFE  (YT  197&39).  By  141CH,  the  battery  was  laid  and 
r  -a-’y  to  fire  and  under  OPCON  of  1/2I  fxty.  To  provide  fire  support  at  LZ  DULLY 
B/6/15  was  returned  to  AO  KENTUCKY  COUGAR,  occupying  the  LZ  with  a  mission  of 
r-S  II  FfORCEV,  In  the  11th  ACR  AO,  2d  How  Btry  displaced  from  LZ  KELLY  to  XU 
722027  in  support  of  joint  RIF  operations  involving  2/11  Sqn,  4/9  AjrtVN  and 
Recon  Cmpany  9th  AJSVN. 

10 


CONFIDENTIAL 


»VDA.ut-CO 


CONFIDENTIAL 


'  r^~.'n  cf  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  Artillery  (AM)  for 

the  Period.  Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Hi) 

In  ••.ccjn’.nnco  with  plans  t  release  LZ  bl  WJfoiuiA  to  the  25th  Iitf  DIV,  b/ 1/30 
/  ^  t  i^pl?cec’  on  18  Jul  to  LZ  O'  KEEFE,  adding  mediun  artillery  support  to 

.  CS  ?rea  with  *  of  GSR  1/21  Artillery.  Concurrently,  II 

ri'OxiCEv  .xtillcry  placed  C/6/15  (Pit)  on  LZ  b!  bAnHjJtA  for  defense  of  the  FSB. 
*'-s  21  July ,  LZ  Si  was  controlled  by  the  25th  INF  MV.  On  27  July, 

>un*.ary  anc,  mission  changes  for  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Brigades  resulted  in  the 
closure  of  LZ  IAS.  The  2nd  Brigade  assumed  control  of  that  portion  of  the  3rd 
on-ado  AO  South  of  the  SU0I  HAT  RIVER  „nd:  north  of  AO  CHIEF.  A/1/77  moved 
Ii;3  TO  50113  bE  ^  airlift  on  27  July.  At  270600H  Jul,  B/2/19  at  LZ 
C/2/19  at  LZ  Gii.NT;  .nml  B/6/15  at  LZ  DOLIX  cane  under  the  OFCOrJ  of  the 
2/19  ,’rty.  On  2C  Jul,  A/V77  was  airlifted  to  LZ  MAHY  (YT  265998)  and  wa.s 
operational  by  281700H  Jul  in  DS  of  the  2/5  Cav.  At  281700H  July,  l/77th  Arty 
assumed  control  of  //l/77  and  c/l/77  from  1/21  Arty  which  had  exercised  control 
>f  those  b-'ttories  during  the  initial  stages  of  the  2d  brigade's  occupation  of 
its  now  i AOR.  The  reporting  period,  ended  with  the  l/77  'rty  in  direct  suppart 
of  th :  2 r'  Briaadewi  thin  the  new  TAOR. 

E.  OK'ilit.VriUtfc  IN  AO  CHIEF: 

General :  During  the  period,  the  maneuver  batt-lion  ns  signed  to  AO 
CHIEF  (with  the  mission  of  securing  the  area  surr  uncting  the  1st  Ca.vrlry 
Division  base  camp  at  Camp  Gorva.d.)  turned  the  AO  over  to  a  sister  battalion 
throe  times.  In  to;  cases,  the  transition  was  accompnnied  by  a  similar  change 
in  the  <.iroct  support  artillery  battery,  thereby  maintaining  the  concept  of 
habitual  association.  The  period  w.-s  highlighted  by  several  unscccessful 
capper  attacks  against  C/JiF  GOttVAD  and  a  significant  extension  of  the  AOs 
biun.’arias  concurrently  vdth  adoption  of  AO  KENTUCKY  COUGak. 

(2)  Execution t  As  the  period  opijiod,  aril  Tlnry  disp'sitinn  at  CAHR 


7V^/f>  U.2n  Mtr),  nncl  C/2/33  (105wn)  each  GSR  1st  C,?v  Div  forty .  2d  Bn,  20th 
rty,  OS  1st  Cav  Div,  and  B/2/20,  GSR  1/77  Artillery,  provided  ,\RA  support. 

Eiriiy  activity  remained  at  an  extremely  low  level  am:  on  10  May  C/2/13  departed 
C.jli'  i'tOiCJ AD  redeploying  with  the  11th  ACR  in  vie  AN  LOG.  On  11  May  activity 
incr  ^ nod  sharply  as  E/l/8  Cav  conducted  a  successful  ambush  in  vie  XT  960460 
south  of  the  parameter  resulting  in  6  VC  KIA,  and  10  AK47s,  146  satchel  charges, 
V  gan  Masks  =nd  19  sets  of  wob  gear  captured.  On  12  Kay,  the  enemy  Launched  a 
a -per  attack  on  the  north  side  of  the  perimeter  following  a  rocket  .and  mortar 
attack.  After  individuals  in  the  wirehas  boon  engaged  with  organic  weapons 
and  r.ix  sections  of  ARA,  first  light  checks  revealed  9  VC  KIA  and  84  satchel 


CONFIDENTIAL 


_  CONFIDENTIAL 

tUcJLCT:  Oners tion  Hoport  of  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  .  rtillory  (Ail)  for 
the  Period  Ending  31  July  1969,  HCS  CbFOH-65  (Rl) 

t,1*?  captured.  On  13  May,  1/8  Cav  departed  for  operations  in  AO  Cu^-vhCHE 

rni'cW^Sa  rFlrccd  br  1/12  CaV*  wlth  c/ 2/19  remaining  in  position.  On 
id  Hay,  C..HP  GUrtv,.D  again  came  under  attack,  receiving  31  X  10?tam  rockets  from 
>ur  separate  volleys  during  the  night .  Although  artillery  immediately  fired 
counter-rocket  targets  ant*  AHA  and  Spooky  engaged  suspected  firing  positions, 
th'jrc  was  no  enemy  assessnent*  Enait^y  activity  decreased  over  the  next  30  days 
”nt  consisted  m?inly  of  numerous  token  stand-off  attacks  an.1,  very  small  unit 
contacts  resulting  in  no  significant  friendly  casualties  or  damage.  On  10 
June,  1/30  Artillery  assumed  control  of  thoPiiUQC'  AWCC.  On  13  June,  1/12 

Cav  moved  to  L2  DOLLY,  changing  places  with  2/12  Cav  at  that  LZ,  while  the 
latter  initiated  operations  in  AO  CHIEF.  C/2/19  and  C/l/77  made  a  like  ex¬ 
change,  maintaining  the  concept  of  habitual  association.  On  25  June,  A/1/9 
Air  Cav  spotted  numerous  bunkers  and  individuals  vie  XT  994370.  After  en- 
gar.-mer.ts  throughout  the  clay,  supported  by  artillery  and  AHA,  eneny  KTA  wore 
at  13.  On  26  Juno,  concurrently  with  the  changing  1st  Cav  Div  T/.OI, 
..0  CHIEF  expanded  to  include  the  60MO  BE  RIVER,  and  Division  /rtillory  assumed 
responsibility  for  securing  the  SOfG  BE  Bridge  and.  surrounding  area  from  the 
1st  Inf  Dlv .  Through  the  combined  efforts  of  Division  Artillery,  1/12  Cav, 

■uv  8th  Engineers,  defenses  at  the  bridge  site  wore  si gni.fi can tly  improved. 
Quick  fire  channels  with  1st  Inf  Div  Artillery  units  at  LZ  s  HOLIDAY  INN  and 
JI*.  were  established,  and  plans  were  developed,  for  offensive  operations  in  that 
,'Tca*  ^  July *  C/V77  (Pit)  conducted  an  artillery  raid,  moving 
to  XT  90448 4  in  support  of  C/l/9  bLUES  who  were  searching  an  area  from  which 
heavy  ground  to  air  lire  had  forced  down  an  LOH,  killing  its  three  occupants, 
ihe  howitzers  returnee’  to  C/JMP  GOftVAD  later  that  dny  after  successfully  covers 
ing  A  he  uL  L4,o.  On  7  July  the  maneuver  battalion  and.  supporting  battery  again 
were  replaced,  as  l/5  Cav  arrived  CAwP  GOuVAD  with  B/l/77  in  support,  allowing 
/-./12  Cav  and  C/l/77  to  redeploy  to  LZ  DOLLY,  a  significant  addition  to 
artillery  ouj’i *jrt  in  -.0  CHIEF  was  made  when  b/2/20  eomhlnod  forces  with  F/82 
'^till-^y  t  >  form  T  to  own  llnnt.u'  Kin.a-  pink  tonm,  commonly  referred,  to  as 
''BLUS.PECr»>'a'».  For  the  remainder  of  the  period,  hostile  activity  directed 
against  PUCUJ  VI  AH  and  the  surrounding  area  remained  at  a  low  level,  although 
active  reconnaissance,  both  visual  and  electronic,  indicated  a  continuing 
onerry  int  rest  in  C..MP  G0RV«L  and  AO  CHIEF. 

F.  SUPPORT  OF  NOK-lST  CAV  DIV  UNITS : 

U)  General*  Because  of  its  short  reaction  time,  groat  range,  and  unique 
capability ,  AKA  assests  arc  requested,  for  use  by  uiits  operating  adjacent  to 
t.h<,  1st  Cavalry  Division  (AM)  in  onergency  situations.  Division  Artillery  am) 
2/20  xtill-ry  have  boon  able  to  provide  this  support  on  numerous  occasions. 
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(2)  Executions  On  1  May  A/ 2/20  dispatched  six  sections  in  support  of 
the  2<i  aRVK  Airborne  Division  which  was  in  heavy  contact  with  an  estimated  enemy 
rogirrnt  at  grid  XT  114413.  295  2.75  inch  HE  rockets  were  expended  nslong 
with  150  flechottes  against  8  anti-aircraft  positions,  resulting  in  25  confirmed 
KlAs.  On  12  May  A/ 2/20  again  supported  the  2d  ARVN  Airborne  Division,  expending 
100  rockets  on  grid  XT  110410  and  receiving  credit  for  15  confirmed  KlAs.  On 
2 4  Kay  V2/20  bounced  one  section  in  support  of  LZ  CROOK  a  25th  Inf  Div  fire 
base  which  was  under  ground  attack.  The  section  expended  76  2.75  inch  rockets 
'V.J  r  calved  credit  for  20  confirmed  KlAs.  On  6  June  ij 2/ 20  was  instrumental 
in  routing  the  enemy  from  TAY  NINH  CITY,  LZ  CROOK  (25th  Inf  Div)  came  under 
h vy  ground  attack  again  on  7  June  and  A/2/20  sent  three  sections  to  support. 

A  d.’zcn  plus  anti-aircraft  positions  were  set  up  and  the  flechette  bird  destroy¬ 
ed  three  of  them.  Two  hundred  and  sixty  2.75  inch  HE  rockets  and  87  flechettes 
wore  expended,  resulting  in  97  confirmed  ICtAs.  The  ARVMs  called  for  bLUE  rtuL 
a.'.»in  on  9  June,  and.  ,*/ 2/20  scrambled  one  section  to  grid  XT  148422.  The 
section  expended  forty  six  2*75  inch  HE  rockets  and  17  flechettes  resulting  in 
10  c-nfimcd  KlAs  and  one  .50  cal  destroyed.  On  9  June  *J 2/ 20  began  providing 
the  "KILLER"  ship  for  1/9  visual  recon  teams.  The  operations  have  boon  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  25th  Inf  Div  AO  and  have  produced  substantial  kill  credits  for 
A/2/2O,  One  27  Jme  A/2/20  sent  threo  sections  to  grid  XT  315576  in  support 
ef  ,‘RVHs.  Three  hundred  an",  twelve  2.75  inch  HE  rockets  were  fired,  but  no 
surv  illancc  was  available.  On  18  May  B/2/20  flew  16  soties  in  defense  of 
.’jtV.is  a.t  XUAN  LOG  who  were  being  over  run.  The  enemy  was  replused.  Wo 
s’J'veilla nee  was  reported.  C/2/20  supported  Special  Forces  Team  A341  at  grid 
XU  895205  with  16  sorties.  Two  hundred  and  twenty  five  2.75  inch  rockets  were 
firod  and  the  ba.ttery  was  credited  with  silencing  one  .50  cal.  C/ 2/20  was 
credited,  with  the  destruction  of  two  rocket  positions  by  mortnr  patrol  ships. 

2,  Oration  2s  Lessons  loomed*  Commander 1  s  Observations.  Evaluation  and 

RecornmeVlatiSIl* 

■n.  Personnels 

( 1 )  Technical  Inspectors . 

(a)  Observation:  A  recent  large  turn  over  in  technical 
inspectors  ha3  left  the  2/20th  Arty  (AHA)  short  of  quslifiod  technical  inspect¬ 
ors. 

(b)  Evaluations  All  batteries  have  been  required  to  initiate  a 
viTprcuo  OJT  program  for  training  technical  inspectors.  Quotas  to  the  AMTS 
courses  have  been  utilized  to  increase  the  skills  of  these  individuals  ro* 
nuirod  to  perform  technical  inspector  duties.  The  AtiTfb  course  is  directed 
towards  a  review  of  the  Amy  record  ny  stem  and  therefore  is  not  an  adequate 
course  for  training  technical  inspectors. 
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(c)  Recommendations.’  That  school  trained  technical,  inspectors 
be  assigned  to  the  2/20  Arty  to  insure  quality  control  of  organizational 
maintenance. 


b«  Operations! 

(1)  Timely  Re  sponse  to  Sensor  Targets. 

(a)  Observation!  Direct  Support  Artillery  battalions,  in  placing 
timely  fire  on  sensor-acquired  targets,  must  have  the  best  communications 
possible,  Yd  thin  their  capability,  with  the  ground  sensor  monitoring  station. 

(b)  Evaluation!  Although  the  decision  to  attack  sensor  targets 
must  rest  with  the  maneuver  commander,  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  direct  support 
artillery  battalion  to  obtain  target  data  in  the  most  direct  and  quickest  manner 
possible.  Only  in  this  way  can  artillery  fires  be  immediately  responsive  once 
clearance  has  been  obtained  and  the  decision  to  fire  has  been  made. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  direct  support  battalions,  when  possible 
and  feasible,  establish  direct  conmunications  with  ground  sensor  monitoring 
stations  which  control  sensors  in  the  battalion's  area  of  influence. 

(2)  Sniffer/IR  Target  Analysis. 

(a)  Observation!  Erroneous  Sniffer/IR  read-outs  have  resulted 
in  areas  of  recent  troop  occupation  and/or  areas  recently  attack  with  artillery 
fire. 


(b)  Evaluation;  Soda  cans,  extraneous  garbage,  smoking  refuse 
fires,  artillery  shell  "hot  spots”,  and  other  miscellaneous  residue  have 
periodically  caused  wested  effort  in  the  analysis  of  intelligence  data  gathered 
by  electronic  devices.  In  order  to  derive  maximum  benefit  from  these  assets, 
each  area  subjected  to  electronic  observation  should  be  "clean”  of  all  friendly 
residue. 


(c)  Recommendation:  That  whenever  possible,  areas  designated  for 
observation  by  Sniff er/IR  devices  be  declared  "Off  limits"  to  friendly  forces 
end  supporting  artillery  fire  through  the  use  of  special  Specified  Strike  Zone 
(SSZ). 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVDAAH-CO 

Pr-rr-i'1,  of  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  Artillery  (AM)  for 
tiii;  jfjrioo  Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

(3)  Flechette  Warhead  (’./DV-Wa)  600  Meter  16D. 

(a)  Observations  The  2/20  Arty  (AHA)  is  restricted  in  the 
employment  of  the  flechette  warhead  because  of  the  600  meter  MSD. 


(b)  Evaluations  The  flechette  warhead's  complete  pattern  has 

not  been  satisfactorily  determined.  There  is  no  way  to  soe  the  pattern  visually 
from  tho  air  as  the  flechettes  produce  very  little  visual  cues  which  aid  in 
determining  the  pattern.  The  flech ottos  have  been  effectively  employed  against 
anti-aircraft  weapons  when  troop  safety  was  not  a  factor.  However,  its  use 
in  contact  missions  or  in  defense  of  a  fire  base  is  severely  limited  because 
of  the  600  meter  (MSD), 

(c)  Recomnendation!  That  definitive  tests  be  conducted  which 
identify  the  complete  flechette  pattern  when  the  flechette  warhead  is  fired 
from  an  AH- 1C  Cobra  at  various  altitudes,  dive  angles  and  airspeeds. 


c.  Training! 

(1)  Forward  Observer  and  Liaison  Officer  Training  on  Employment  of  ARA. 

(a)  Observation:  Numerous  delays  and  much  confusion  has  occurred 
during  the  adjustment  phase  of  fir?  missions. 

(b)  Evaluation !  The  causes  of  these  delays  can  be  attributed 
to  the  following: 


1.  FO  not  proficient  in  using  the  GT  line  as  a  cotimon 
reference  line  for  the  adjustment  phase. 

2.  LNO  insisting  on  directions  of  attack  which  are  not 
tactically  sound,  T.e.  not  parallel  to  friendly  positions. 

(c)  Recommendation!  That  tho  Artillery  School  at  Fort  Sill 
include  both  classroom  instruction  and  OF  classes  on  the  tactics  and  employ¬ 
ment  of  Aerial  Rocket  Artillery  stressing  CF  with  tho  AH-1G  Cobra. 

d.  Intelligence i  None 

c.  Logistics! 

(1)  Night  Sighting  Devices. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


*  i/iv;ui-CO 

SbbJ^CTs  Operation  Report  of  tho  1st  Cavalry  Division  Artillery  (All)  for 
the  Period  Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CbFOft-65  (RI) 

n.  Observations  The  2/20th  Arty  (AKA)  flies  approximately  30 
hours  each  night  on  rocket/mortar  patrol.  At  present  the  Ali-IG  has  no  target 
acquisition  capability  other  than  the  pilots  eyes. 

b.  Evaluation:  In  order  to  increase  the  effectiveness  of 
rocket/mortar  patrol  tho  AH-10  should  be  equipped  with  a  night  sighting  device 
for  locating  anc  identifying  targets. 

c.  Keconmondations  That  the  2/20  Arty  (aRa)  be  issued  a  night 
sighting  device  adequate  for  use  in  the  AH-1G  for  conducting  night  reconnaissanc 
of  suspect  rocket/mortar  positions  and  for  aided  visual  reconnaissance  of  those 
areas  in  which  other  sensors  have  indicated  enemy  activity. 

(2)  Armament  Control  Panels  and  Circuit  Breakers. 

(a)  Observation:  Present  safety  precautions  require  that  seven 
circuit  breakers  be  pulled  out  before  the  system  is  considered  safe. 

(b)  Evaluation;  The  circuit  breakers  in  the  Ali-IG  are  located 
on  the  right  side  of  the  pilot.  They  are  difficult  to  pull  out  and  their 
design  is  not  one  which  can  withstand  the  numerous  pull  outs. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  the  -armament  circuit  breakers  be 

redesigned  to  a  two  position  On/Off  ^rfitch  type  mechanism  similiar  to  the 
circuit  breakers  in  a  home  circuit  breaker  box.  This  should  reduce  the  number 
of  broken  circuit  breakers'  which  must  be  replaced  and  ease  considerably  the 
task  of  turni  ng  them  off  and  on  wi  r.^lueinr  the  rafuty  r»*jui  vemont.s  of 

Uu;  am  anon  t  system. 

f.  Urr.an.i  7.at1nn !  None 

g.  0th'  rs:  None 


JAHES  A  rill NC ON 
Colonel,  Artillery 
Commanding 


— - 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


AVDAGT-DT  (12  August  1969)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  Artillery  (AM) 
for  the  Period  Ending,  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

DA,  HQ,  1st  Cavalry  Division  (AM)  APO  San  Francisco  96490,  14  August  1969 

TO:  Commanding  General 
IIFFV 

ATTN:  AVHGC-DST 
APO  96266 

1.  This  Headquarters  has  received  the  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1969  from  Headquarters,  1st  Cav¬ 
alry  Division  Artillery  and  concurs  with  the  report# 

2.  Report  Is  forwarded  In  compliance  with  USARV  Reg  525-15# 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 
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AVFBC-RE-H  (4  Sep  69)  2nd  Ind 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Beport  of  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  Artillery  (AM) 
for  the  Period  Ending  31  July  1969.  BCS  CSPOB-65  (Rl) 

DA,  HQ  II  FFORCEV,  APO  San  Francisco  96266  '  ■-LK  '  '• 

THRU!  Commanding  General,  US  Arny  Vietnam,  ATTHi  AVHGC(DST) ,  APO  96375 

Commander-In-Chief,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTHi  GPOP-ET,  APO  96558 

TO  1  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 


This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  concurs  with  the  Operational  Report  - 
Lessons  Learned  of  the  .1st  Cavalry  Division  Artillery  (AM)  for  the  period 
ending  31  July  1969* 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER 1 


iS 


AVHGC-DST  (12  Aug  69)  3d  Ind 

SUaJc-CT:  Operational  Report  of  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  Artillery  (AM)  for 
the  Period  Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  2  4  SEP  1969 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATbS  ARaf,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  thejauarterly  period  ending  31  July  1969  from  Headquarters  1st  Cavalry 
Division  Artillery  TAirabhile). 

2 .  Comments  foil ow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  "Technical  Inspectors,"  section  II,  page  13, 
paragraph  2a(l);  concur.  It  is  desirable  that  school  trained  technical  inspectors 
be  assigned  to  insure  quality  control  of  organizational  maintenance.  Technical 
inspector  replacements  received  by  USARV  are  assigned  on  a  proportionate  basis 

to  each  command  against  their  authorizations. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  "Sniffer/IR  Target  Analysis,"  section  II,  page 
14,  paragraph  2b(2);  nonconcur.  The  declaration  of  certain  areas  as  "off  limits" 
to  friendly  forces  is  the  perogative  of  the  local  tactical  commander.  Close 
coordination  and  detailed  Sniffer/IR  mission  planning  Hill  resolve  the  problem. 
APD/IR  missions  should  be  integrated  into  the  overall  tactical  plan  of  the  unit 
concerned.  APD/IR  mission  planning  and  coordination  must  include  a  determination 
of  whether  there  has  been  recent  friendly  activity  within  the, search  area.  The 
same  factor  must  be  considered  when  determining  readout  validity.  In  the  future, 
the  referenced  problem  and  evaluation  will  be  emphasized  during  the  G2  Air 
Orientation  Course  which  is  conducted  monthly  to  orient  newly  assigned  G2/S2  Air 
personnel  on  capabilities,  planning  and  employment  of  the  in-country  aerial  recon¬ 
naissance  and  target  acquisition  systems.  No  action  by  DA  or  USARPAC  is  required. 

c^?' Reference  item  concerning  "Forward  Observer  and  Liaison  Officer  Training 
on^JJaiployment  of  ARA,"  section  II,  page  15,  paragraph  2c(l);  concur.  Recommend 
c£Viis  item  be  forwarded  to  the  US  Army  Field  Artillery  School,  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma 
to  be  considered  for  inclusion  in  the  program  of  instruction. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Cy  furn: 

1 st  Cav  Div  Arty 
li  FFV 


c.  iTwiisom 

1LT,  AGC 

Assistant  Adjutant  Genera! 


GPOP-DT  (12  Aug  69)  4th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  W),  1st  Cav  Div  Arty  (AM)  for  Period 
Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFGR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  1  6  OCT  5 9 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  0.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed, 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


CPT,  agc 
Am*  AG 


1  o 


r 


